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precisely the same hierarchic claim on the Donatist side as on the Catholic. There was no question whatever of Rome's pretensions, or of reaction against them. It is true that after a few years Constantine had the quarrel adjudicated upon at Rome, but the Roman bishop then acted only as an important and impartial neighbour who was called in to arbitrate; and that not by the Africans, but by the emperor. It will be seen that throughout the whole century of the struggle neither Catholics nor Donatists recognised the mild pretension of the bishop of Rome to a kind of vague supremacy. The truth is, that even the notion of a federation of Churches was only dimly conceived at the beginning of the schism. It was elaborated by the Catholics, or Caecilianists, in the course of the struggle when they found the ' churches beyond the seas' to favour the case of Cascilian ; just as, on the other hand, the Donatists only elaborated as the schism advanced their central position of the invalidity of sacraments (whether baptism or ordination), conferred by sinners. The dogma of a central authority to which submission was required would have been a point of the first importance in the arguments of the Cascilianists. They do not even whisper it. It                 !
